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Lake Champlain' 
Jo�eP.h Zarzynski sent·.: me ·i:n:copy, of· an 

issue of Vestigia, which is the newsletter 
society·_ into the world. of·· the·,.: unexpl�ined� 
has carried. put at Lake .Champl·ain� 

a·rticle which· appeared in the Spring .. 
of a New·�ers�y based ihvestigative 

It is a·1�78 ·updat� of the work he 

. "The·: c;tutumn of.. 1978 marked· the. conclusion · of my forth year investigating 
the Lake Champlain Monsters phenomena. This article will attempt to update 
that investigation. In no way is this report a general comprehensive review'of 
all the collected data. Rather, it is designed to open the topio up to discus�i6n:� 
for con�tructive�criticism and �uggestion by·:t�aders�·· 

· 

. .  

The Lake and-Investigatio� . . ; . _ 

L�ke Champlain is .loc�ted···in Vet�bnt; tipstat� New York, �nd th� Q�e�et.pr6vin6Q 
of Canada •. It is ovet 100 mile�·long, 13 miies �ide at its great�st pcilrit,._and · · 
the lake surface is 436 square miles. The lake reaches a maximum depth· of neu:lrly 

· 

400 feet just nQrth of S�lit:Rock, Nefu York;· . 
The m(!chanic ... of roy investigation are ··varied• I have conducted· several 

extent;Jed shpre-watching expedi.tions and this past summer· I s·pent five days 
aboa�d the schooner 'Richard Robbins' �: dding· ·a e:·amera-watch ·.for the Champ· 
creatures._ .. My other means< of inquiry ··and investigation ·are p-ersonal int

.
er.views, . 

extensi�e correspondenoe, researching old· arid cori'tempotary ne��papers, and·-
· · 

gathering information from the lecture<.dircui t • 
. My inv�stigO;tion into the Lake .Champlain Monsters has'produced 91 ·sighting� 

of the creatures. Of these, 38 represented sightings· ·in w�ich one of the· br·eature·'s 
neck or head �as peen. These are referred'·to as·' l·ongnecser' sightings• Sigh�ings 
date frpm. 1609 to the present. The g:reatest number have occurred during· the . 1970'1 s 
with 31 sightings reported. However, only 8 out of these represen� 1longnec�er1 
sightings.t·· .. : 

· · ,, · 

Where to Loo·k 
There·.· arei· soveral areas· on ·the lako which have had the most sightings • . 

·:'Most"--
of these locations are near small tentres of po�ul�tion. Howe��r due to �h� �! ' 

immense ... size of the ·lake, .with its meandEi"ring; shoi'elins, shore and surfac·e 
watchin-g for··. these creatures would be a longshot.· Luck plays the koy_ fa� tor in a 
sighting..· 

Theories 
Although the .available data is still bein� analysed, seve�al ais��ptionsi 

and theories can be· offered· · to readers. Thes.e theorie-s are open to speculation 
and �cri.ti.cism. and ·should'· not · be considered ·a.s dogmatic. All' indic?!tions are · 

. �; 

that the Lake Champlain Monsters are not similar to the most famous lake .. �monsters · ' 
in the world "the ·Loch Ness· ·Monsters:. Nessie app-ears to be ·a member of ths . 

plesiosaur.::: .family. The' Champ' creatures·"are more snak� liko, ·often cal;Led_ . , 
serpertine in appearance. Soma sightings of the Champ are reminiscent' ·of· tho 
overturned boat hump sightings of Nessie. If these sightings are of-��amp 
creatures then :.the Lako, Ch�mplain Monsters may. have a . worm like ability tci···cfea"te 
hump sacks- -�n ''thoir bf:!.ck·s·.: The. Lnke Cha�plain r�ons�.�rs approximate 18-30 fe�t 

.
.. : _ 

in length with a small��-b6��:�as� t�an their plesiosaur type count�rp�rt,� Neseie. 
Colours of· .the· .c:re .�tures differ .1 · .wi,th . 1 dark 1 being, most. frequently _m�ntioned. 
Champ exhibits: t

.
ende.ncies· of .. being -�hy 9 po�sibiy nocturnal, and P!p_rhaps. a sediment 

dweller. it has been suggested that the J--�ko Champ lain Monster may be carrion , . 
feeders rathei. than predators. This might account· for their .

. reluctance non-. 
aggresive behaviour; ?nd th8l.r r�lu.ctance to s�.i�fa�.e often. · 
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Conclusion 
To conclude9 an alarming though must be volunteeredo If one checks tho 

sightings during the 1970's9 only 26% represent 'longnecker' sightings. This 
compares to 42% of all Champ sight�����b�ing �lqngme��ers' in the early 20th 
century and during the 19th centuryo ��It may �ery well be that due to increasod 
recreational boat trnffic and many yo��� of �nco�cern with the ecological balanco 
of Lake Champlain9 sightings of the Lake Champlain Monsters may decrease and bo shortor 
in duration. Nonetheless 9 it is the conclusion of this ·investigator �ha_t:.�.:.tf.lQro ��s·. · 
a community of animate 9 to da�e·9 unidentified creatures 9 res.i.d�ng .in �Lake: );h9.,mplaino 
StrategiHs should be ·devised to· help enact-· ·env�ronmental protec.tion ·:.fa� .-th;fl:3 · · . . . . . · 

community .. bct:f;ore-·thoy .. bo·ccm8 extinct." 
. . . . r 

� . . • ·�·� · ' .

• 

•• 
·' · ·' 

' � • ·· · · : ' 1 · ,,.J ' 'i•' _' , . . ·· , ')' ... J , • -�· . . �t= 

Joe goes on to· th·ark'.· all those who have I helped· · hi.m ·many di fferetit w·c=r{s i:n 
his investigations. He will be back at Lake Champlain during August )9799 � 

continuing ... his�· sear·cho Before that he hopes la spend about ·two wee.ks .. �t Loch ,Ness 
in July. · · ' 

Siberia 
.-1_� · . .' 

Lake Labinkir in the Siberian province of Yakutia9 about 250 miies north of 
the Russian eastern coast on the Sea of Okhotsk9 is the subject of an Associated 
Press report in the San Francisco Chronicle. It has_ come in' for wi:dei' attention·· 
because of. a bs3t-.selling book 9 "The Oymyakonsky Merid�an" 9 py Soviet journa�i��-: 'r 

Anatoly Pankbv. It describes the· peculiari tes and hist·ory of the··:.oymyakon regio'n 9.: 

the world's coldest •inhabitited ;spot. · . . 

l", . 

A snake-headed animal ,eCJ.ting crenture is 'said· to; live in the coi'd 150 feot 
deep lake. Sighti.ngs have be:en rep.orted by local res�·dents9 to. whom it is wol� 
known9 also·.geologistc and hunters in·the· area hav� ��parted soeing ito But th� 
croatura has sd fa� sludod �ciontific explbrers who h�ve in��atigated the ro�orts • 

. Pankov reports many sightings but in�an.into�vir·J �aid tho fir�t 'trustworthy' 
sighting was in tho _ 1501 s when 'a group of: geologiats .. said · they heard a "big splash...: 
ing noise 11 and saw a long-necked creatur���ith a he�d lik�-� snake ris{rig ou� of 
the murky ·water. The creature glided about-:'arid "with a sound like a child's_cry11 
disappeared back into the depths. · . · . 

·oth�r gQologists claimed th�t while they were walking o� a thin i�i�� �f ice 
over the lake� .they saw a ·long gray ish animal under the .. surface9 unlike anything 
they ·had seen· befvre� -

Pankov also said that in another incident at Labinker a group of reindeer· 
herders claimed they saw a bird flying along the lake's surface and a large pair 
of jaws emerge from the water and snap it up. But the most spectacular . sigh-ting· · 
took place··when a�huhter s�dt �:goos� dn-the lake and sent his dog to retrisvs it. 
Suddenly a ·creatu�e �ose to the surface and took the goose and.then .the dog. 

· 

After an articl3 on the cr�ature a�peared in the widely read Sovi�t newspnpor 
Pravda in the 1960'-s axpedi tions were moUnted for several summers. Divers and 

. 

various underwater equipment was used but to no avail. Somo .biologists speculato 
that the animals could be a descendant from dinosaurs which once roamed the aroa. 
Others think the answer is a giant 'schuka 1 9 or northern pike. Tho .fish grow-- .. : 
to lengths of nine feet normally and are known to be carnivou�ous a�d aggi��sivo9 
even attacking canooi:sts. Native Siberians have warned travollo.rs for more.·'than 
100 yoars not to crosd Labinkii La�e by canoo for fear the cre�ture �ould-dvd�turn 
tho craft and kill ·tt1om. · · 

There is also another creature ur1der debate in the Soviet U:nion. · · ·In southi:irn 
Kazekhstan thore is a :·romote lake, Kok-i<ol ,� which is reputed to be horrie �or· n -

strange 15 foo
:
t la·ng sorpontine creature. 

r . ' :  

McClymont & Townrow Expedition 
In NIS. 26 I ��arried newi of o small expedl�ion.to be mounted CJ.t the loch 

during July ��d August 19?a. I now �a��· news �f ha� things went. 
��lan M�Clymont�and his .wife had .. a 6�rav�n at the Invermoriston Camping & 

Caravan site. Whic� gavo ci .splondid-v{e� �f th� loch from Invermoriston Bay� ond 
beyond,.to the noith and d��n.�o the :��rse��oa :scrcie to tha south. Alan and_Trisho 
did at�empt to do t�o daily watches one :from ��00 a�m. to.9.00 a.m. and the other 
from 7 .. 00 p. m� to 9. 00 · p o rri� 9 . •  but they \Lie re hampered by bad .we a the� conditions. 
They 8lso took tho opportunity to interview and record the accounts of some of tho 
local eye witnosseso One of which was a first time telling of a sighting noar tho 
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Clansman Hotel9 although it did happen sqme tw�lve years ago� _Alan also �ent,me 
a copy of; a �report.'Peter.:.rowritow ;submitted� to::f1is:·'works ·magazine. Peto_;arid his 
wife and.:·1childr:en camped :at the Borlum �arm campsite· near _._Lmil.i�t·o·n�_ the _rep:ort . ··.. . , , ... . .·· ; .... . • ',..: . •  J.}' •. . .  : ,. · • is. :as follo:ws.. :�·, :' , . , 

We arrived .at Lorih--�N-ess·,--:a.t 3o00 p.m. Sunday-· 27th July 1 97·a affer 'tr'avel�ing 
th:�P"'9h··:the _'ni.ght 'since 1:1-�00 ··p.m.· The weather ;w.'as glorious I and it seemed like 
a pel.'fect .. st_art :to :our -Ventu:re. · - -�' 

- · ... t. ·: · - · �:-

We h,.ad, �a .1.2 . .foot day. bb;at kihdly- loarie_d bY' r;ike Newrnc:fn ah_d · a� t'raii:e� made·_ 
from aluminium suppli-ed . by Indalex. The boat' was· used to ca:rt'y · eq!Jipmen� .. to t;f'ie. 
loch: fo-r:. surv,ey: .. purposos�• · .The:--equiptriont�· taken · cobs'ist�:d of Srnm cine oameras, . . 

(one b�ing· a; :sp·ec�·al model capable · of- being fi tfed wi th�'-interchange��le telp_photo 
le_rls:es).9 .. � 35mm. s:till: .. came.ras 9 -(again- fitted with -t�lephoto' lon�es). My_ own. 'cal'flera 
rig; con$isted of thre.El c·amoras ��· the left- hand -�sing · r:t·· 35mm · stan�_ard _len�.. Th_p 
centre. camera was · the special.· 8 mtn c-ine:9. and· the right hf-lfld:·. camera the 3Smm fl tted 
with SOD mf.Tl _tolepho.to lens. · · ·' 

· 

_ 
. · . . - . 

-�_Also;· _taken: WOS sophisticate-d· s:Ouhd· i'l:leording and. mixing equ'J.pmeht .. tp b�: usec( 
for. �y:e-wi:tness imte-rvi·ew's and":moni tori·h�l! bf' ·

. out hydrophone :E:ind
. 
ect1_6. squ'ndin�. . . . 

equ�prnent.-. . . . I , 
· 

. 

· .. . ·· �-. . ' ; · _· · :J: 
After; se:tting .up C<;lmp 7' a meal was; enjoyed outside and. 'th�n 'early -to 'beq�' 

Monday :morning_ was 'heavy '16\iJ cloud base with oc�asiolial rain·�· ' This s�t .- : tt:Jo' . . . . 
pattern for tho remainder of our stay which lasted 21 day so . '.:'! · · ._ :·' '·: _ · · _·.· -· ' 

Ap�rt·from a�couple.lof.·fino:day� th�jloch��u�fac� was.- · r6cigh �A�;��$lb���ty �­
con�tantly -changing from a few�hundr�d�f�et ·to a 6dupl� of �ilris. th�:��athor ·. · 
was so bad _that the· boat and .. underwater' 'equipment was ta�£m ·out only':onpe _ and · . , . 
ironically jlJilorked perfectly.- The ·hydrophone picked clear boat proge'!;ier sounds : , 
from ._distan·ces i.n excns·s· of i mi·le •. · · · 

- . _ · 
' · · · · 

. Tho .--:camera rig was only :8r.eeted·'abou·t: six tfmes ·a�nd only twice
. 

quri_ng :e�rly .. 
morning wa·tchc;rs 9' 5. QQ. .a:. m·. :_tcj.. g .• QQ a. m. . .· . , , ' . . .--. 

1 . .. . 
. ;Aga_in ·WGather being SO ro-�gh t'hat approxirtlatley two thirds of the early an,d 

late. watcho.s wero abandoned. - ·- · '· . . . __ _ __ 
'-_· . ' 

.. , · : : , , · _ _ · '  ·, 
·· .. , ·, 

. So� cut.ting s·hort our o.xpedftion · by severa��· days' we sat bac'k_ -_�i th vary · li �'t�8.-; 
to show bu.t ·wet cloth�s-! · · ; I :.I . , - · ;· ·-' 

- · · · · · · · · 

Alan and Trisha stayed on for another week 9 they had met N�C.!<;: .. �W*t�t1911: an.d ,_; :�.­
had. been Jo.aned a 16 mm Bolox cine: camera ... The· waathor ·turnod: out fine but- Nessio . did no_� m�k�: �ri a·pp�a:ran-co • .

. 

Owip,g- .to persqnal circumstances. A'l.an· doubts; if- ho 
will �e'. ?f�.

£:i;.�to 9.8.�- �P t�·-;· �ho .lo�h- -�his Y�-?r7 ·?u� Pe.te hopes �o-
. 
be there>�it-h · . . � .

­

some new equ�pmento He �s a f"lechan.;Lcal Supe�v�so.r ·at an .Al.u.m�n�um Extrus�on., Plant·: 
and has,. at hi� qispps?l ;ve_ryi l�rge wa�er anp;: ;chemical .tanks • .. : Thes·e are·.;o·.f gr·eat 
use to him in the development of underwater gear, and _ this .ysar;_ -ho-: hope:s :to · havo: · .; 
a devic_e fp_f r. taking. Uf!��rwatGr._. pho.b:pgrap_t:l,s1 lo-t_;. L.JS all wish him :wel.l.· '·· 

. "j � . • . :: !1_: .: Dolphins 
.
. , . . . · · .  . :. _ . . - . ; ., . . _ _ · ;.,. ..\.: . . r·· 

News :that' ··dolphins a to to. be·_: use·�_ �n ' · the hunt for .. the·'- ��eh· Ne�s M9n�tor 1. 

appe·ared in: the press· '1'ato fn M·arch ·19?9 o _ Tho" �ichef!18 ·is· be'ing_ org�nis�d .. , by the­
AcadE;Jmy- of • Appliud-- Scien'ce 9. -and is a · 1ogi·cal··�:xtonsion · t)f thefr work at the 
loch. Over tho yoars teams havo �at on the shore waiting for the creature�_to 
surface �o the. :r:igh:{r plac_e9. without mt;.�ch. su(::cesso Then. :-�he work 41ont. undai.-wator · 
wi'th. cam5ra·� 'and sor:la� 9 the �am's problems e_x

.
:ist ·, 

.
. that 'i� :: yo�u need :�he. croaturos . to;. 

swim. past.�,-�·c3nd' .. ,c:tosa· .t9,,. �he; �pmera_s • . T�i� ,ha� p�oduced-: so�e: rest;Jits but--once agoin 
they ' are ni;Jt: really cono�usi��. "f.he sonai';r9�ult�_.qlso9 p�OVP,Iittlat: �here;·is ··; 

somettling :large arip._.aliv,e if? ��he �oc,:h but._ :do no�. Jd�nt;fy them.·. T:hoc:next-step. 
is to �ctl,:v),y hunt �hs croa�ur�s .. �n�:k=p;·wate;. :}hi� ·wa�: trj.�q· by _submSt;t'ine in- ,the� 
1969 Lo6�����s Inve�ti�atio� o�pedi�i��.�but without -mush .sucooss • . Sub��rei�les· 
are· olow :arid .cumbersome ··as well· as· bei.ng--_rf:!�her noisy 9_ pr:opeller _;no�se-__ etG.:' · 
Ool�hins -�quid pe�haps-.:o��er � .�o�e . in th� und�rw�fei·��n�; ��t the�e.wil�:by.many· 
problems •. ·.:.-

· · _ _ 
- · · · · . .  , : .. _ .  ·: 'i··- : · ::_--i: · .. - ·._ ,.- ; . . :.r· . ,, ·. - ,.,;_· ;,,_. 

Harold 'Rusty' Nieison ,.1:-s _.wqr�if79:-som�where�_.in ·_tt1� Florid<:l Keys. _ ·He _;is. a . 
naturalist who has throo dolphins two· of which_��e females9 undor training for 
the 'Loch N·ess project. _:· The · ·trairliin� is ·prdgro��fng very wellf _.,s�a17�s atid ·$ea. 
turtle�'.-aro :'being ·usod-:�"as targets�· t': _(ThGi; two: 500 .;�pound dolphin�· 'have� sL:Jcceoc;lod 
in·:·trackif1g both' ·sharks and 1Jurtle�9 the' main' :fault. being· they .. are tdci· innchitttiveg 

. oris. of ::tt-leni brought a :• live �hark . bat6k! 'Niolsen and O:ther!:3" coiinet:ted ·with 'the 

,•: 
. , . . ... .,. ' •. : 1 ' •• ' , 1 • • •  ' ...... ' ,,\, .' ·.:. 
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project have boeri .�etic�nf ,qbout ��ho equipment_ the dolphins will ·carry and the 
hatnoss to be u�ed-tp�6arry_it� ::They have said they will have about 14 pbonds cif 
photographic oqui�ment to c�rry� · and I think some sort of sonar triggeririg device 
will be built in along with a light of some sort. This will be one of the 
problems9 I think, not th6 weight of the goar but the bulk of it causing-·dr�g in 
the water. It will bo difficult to devise a harness to hold it firmly without 
causing discomfort or even injury to the sensitive skins of the dolphins. 
Dolphins aro the natural choice for this work, they aro intelligent, can be 
trained to undertake vory complex tasks and they have a sonar ability to 'soo1 
sound and track objects and f:ish in the water, tho.y are also very fast moving 
and agile. The big problems about us·ing thorn in Loch Noss will bo7 Ness is fresh 
wator also the te�parature is well below that tho dolphins arc used to, also the 
sheer volumo of water in tho loch will incroaso tho problems. The planned method 
of operation is to establish holding tanks of correct temperature salt wator and. 
transfer tho dolphins to the loch for limited periods of ab�ut an hour at a time. 
Thi� is whore the volume of the loch will bo a drawback for as fast as tho dolphins 
aro they can only covor a certain volume in a limited time. It will bo pbssiblo 
to supplement tho dolphins diet with oxtra vitamins to holp combat the freshwater, 
Nielson also points out that dolphins do go into estuaries and froshwator when 
feeding in the wiid. 

The Scottish Society for tho Prevention of Cruelty to Animals is watching 
the situation carefully, and w�uld send officials along to soo the dolphins-and 
tho arrangements mado for thoir welfare. Mr Harknoss, chiof inspector of tho 
SSPCA, said they did not fool. oblo to raiso any objection to tho oxpodition on 
tho grounds thot tho dolphins may bo attacked by Nossio. "The monstor may turn 
ou� to bo no moro . than a myth. Tho evidonco to support it is not all that groate�" 

' All in all a vory interesting project, I am looking forward to hearing how it 
developps, I fool perhaps that\tho nows ,came out a little too soon, thoro is still 
so much to be organised. Ono last quota from Rusty Nielsen, "I have total control 
and total responsibility for the animal, If there is any dnngor or th8ir woll-boing 
is· placed in jeopardy, the project is scratched. It's as simple as that." 
NIS at the lochsido' 

News.of mombor� planning to visit Loch No�s this year •
. 

Ken Ward will be thoro 
for about a·�oek from• 27th May. He told mri h� ·will travbl by train, going thoro 
and ba6k mid-woek, (Tuos, ·Wods, Thurs,} Ken says that there arc soma limitations 
but you can travel vi'rtually half-fare. 

Jonathan Lorig hopos to be· back during June and July 9 he will be bcised in _th� 
Foyers and Inverfarigaig aro�. 

M'sieur Jean Borton �htends being around the loch in August, he will bo. driving 
a white Ford Transit Motorcaravan with a fixed high-top. 

I and tt")e .family·will also be in a motorcaravan, a whito Bod.ford Dormob.ile 
(called Nell��} �eg. number CXG 583K. ·Wo will bo basad around:Abriachan fd� about 
two. week$ . from·-·?_2nd July, any othor members there at tho same pleas_o:_look us up·� 

:! . . . i Tail Ends 
-*-**'**Aircraft. In mid-r1arch a Royal Navy diving team�· spent eight days. making r_e_gular 
dives on the wreck of an aircraft in over 200 feet of ·wator noar Locnef}o. ·the 
aircraft had been located by a team from Heriot �ait · · un�v�rsity��Edin6urgh� usi�g 
sonar while monstor hunting in previous seasons at Lc;>_�;::h--Ness. · .The re�ain.s · l;l;J;'Q·_ of 
a Wellington which was on o training exorcise frorn L6ssiemouth when ·a me·chani'cE:l+ 
fault ca�sed it to be ditched. The six · man c�ew.�ara6��iad from the aircraft, � . . 
unfortunatly · one of them wos killed when· his chu·te ·failed· to open. Tho pilot·�' an'd. 
one other crewmember successfully put the aircraft d�wn:and mado for the shor� in 
a dingy. The plane is sitting flat on the bottom 6f:'tho loch with its propeller� 
in the silt. It is in fairly good condition with very_ little corrosion of the 
metal parts but the wooden fittings are now turn��g�Fol�en. 

�- . � . . \ . I ' .. ; . -- I 

**-*** B.B.C. Late in March 19 79 a BBC film team ,_wbile on their way to film in Glen 
Affric passed along Loch Noss and filmed something. 9f.\ �h_e surface. It was misty 
at the time with a-calm surface and the black objept-,ij�d. soem strange. But aftor 
the film was processed and examined it was fairly:certain that it was a water bird of 
some type. 
****** Exhibition. The exhibition of paintings and other items put on at the Battersea 
Arts Centi� earlier this year, by Philip Maltman, will be on show at Jarrow from 



s. 

September 4th to the 28th. 

******Ted Holiday. Grahom Snapo suggests that perhaps wo could organise a day 

or two a year for an intensive loch watch in memory of Ted. A log would be kopt 

by the people doing it, and collected togethor afterwards. The problem is to got 

watchers there together9 which up to now has not been possible. 

Once again that is all for this time9 please remember your news and views 

aro not only welcome but noedod. My address is stillg- Huntshicldford9 St.Johns 
Chapel9 Bishop Auckland9 Co.Durham. Telephoneg- Wearhead 359. Subscriptions 

are U.K. £1. 75 U.S.A. Canada $ 7 .009 other areas by arrangement. 

Rip. 


