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Lake Champlain

Joseph Zarzynski sent.me a.copy of an article which appeared in the Spring
issue of Vestigia, which is the newsletter of a New Jersey based investigative
society into the world of the:unexplained. It is a 1978 update of the work he
has carried out at Lake Champlain,:

- "The autumn of 1978 marked the conclusion of my forth year investigating
the Lake Champlain Monsters phenomena. This article will attempt to update
that investigation. In no way is this report a general comprehensive review of
all the collected data. Rather, it is designed to open the topic up to discussion’
for constructive criticism and suggestion by readers.

The Lake and Investigation

Lake Champlain is located in Vermont, upstate New York, and the Quebec province
of Canada. It is over 100 miles long, 13 miles wide at its greatest point, and
the lake surface is 436 square miles. The lake reaches a maximum depth of nearly
400 feet just north of Split Rock, New York. :

The mechanic. of my investigation are varied. I have conducted several
extended shore-watching expeditions and this past summer I spent five days
aboard the schooner 'Richard Robbins'; doing a camera-watch for the Champ
creatures. My other means:of inquiry and investigation are personal intervieus,
extensive correspondence, researching old and contemporary newspapers, and
gathering information from the lecture circuit.

My investigation into the Lake Champlain Monsters has produced 91 sightings
of the creatures. Of these, 38 represented sightings in which one of the creature's
neck or head was geen. These are referred to as 'longnecker' sightings. Sightings
date from 1609 to the present. The greatest number have occurred during the 1970's
with 31 sightings reported. However, only 8 out of these represent 'longnecker!
sightings.

Where to Look : '

There are several areas on the lake which have had the most sightings. Most”!’
of these locations are near small centres of population. However due to the
immense size of the lake, with its meandering shoreline, shore and surface A
watching for these croatures would be a longshot. Luck plays the koy factor in a
sighting. 2 Fa s

Theories

Although the avallabla data is still being analysed, soveral assumptions
and thoories can be offered to readers. These theories are open to spoculation
and criticism. and should not be considered as dogmatic. All indications are
that the Lake Champlain Monsters are not similar to the most famous lake monstors
in the world the Loch Ness Monsters. Nessie appears to boc a member of the
plesiosaur: family. The Champ creatures are more snake liko, ofton called
serpertine in appearance. Somo sightings of the Champ are reminiscont of theo
overturnod boat hump sightings of Nessie. If these sightings are of Champ 7 o
creatures then the Lake Champlain Monsters may have a worm like ability to croato
hump sacks on thoir backs. The Lake Champlain Monsters approximate 18-30 feet
in length with a smaller body mass than their plesiosaur type counterpart, Nessie.
Colours of the creatures differ, with 'dark' being most frequently mentioned.
Champ exhibits tendencies of being shy, possibly nocturnal, and perhaps a sediment
dwellor. It has been suggested that the Lake Champlain Monster may be carrion
feeders rather than predators. This might account for their reluctance non-
aggresivae bohéviour and their reluctance to surface often.
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Conclusion

To conclude, an alarming though must be volunteered. If one checks thec
sightings durirg the 1970's, only 26% represent 'longnecker' sightings. This
compares to 42% of all Champ sightings.being 'longneckers' in the early 20th
century and during the 19th century.i-xt may very well be that due to increascd
recreational boat traffic and many yeocars of uncencern with the ecologicsl balancc
of Lake Cnamplain, sightings of the Lake Champlain Monsters may decrease and bc shortocr
in duration. Nonotheless, it is the conclusion of this investigator that'therc is
a community of animatec, to date; unidentificd creatures, residing in Lake Champlain.
Stretegies should be dovised to help enact environmental protectlon For thls‘
community bdfgre:they.becemg extinet.™+ ¢ el iieT Beooo 0 «Fhde EE

Joe goes on to thank all those who have helped ‘him many dlfferent ways in
his investigations. He will be back at Lake Champlain during August 1979,
continuing his: search, Before that he hopes to spend about two weeks at Loch Ness
in July. : '

Siberia

Lake Labinkir in the Siberian province of Yakutia, about 250 miles north of
the Russian eastern coast on the Sea of Okhotsk, is the subject of an Associated
Press report in the San Francisco Chronicle. It has come in for wider attention
because of a besti-selling book, "The Oymyakonsky Meridian", by Soviet journalist.
Anatoly Pankov. It describes the peculiarites and history of the Dymyakon reglon9
the world's coldest inhabitited spot.

A snake-headed animal--eating creature is said to 'live in the cold 150 feect
deep lake. Sightings have been reported by local residents, to whom it is well
known, also geologistec and hunters in the area have reported sceing it. But the
craaturs has so far eluded sciontific explorers who have investigated the roports°

Pankov reports many sightings but in an intoervic ' said the first 'trustworthy'!
sighting was in theo '50's when'a group of geologists said they heard a "big splash-
ing ncise " anc saw a2 long-necked creature-with a head like a snake rising out of
the murky water. The creature glided about and "with a sound like a chlld's cry"
disappeared back into the depths.

Other geologists claimed that while they were walking on a thin layar of ice
over the lake:.they saw a lIong grayish animal under the- surface, unlike anythlng
they had seen before.

Pankov also said that in another incident at Labinker a group of reindeer
herders claimed they saw a bird flying along the lake's surface and a large pair
of jaws emerge from the water and snap it up. But the most spectacular sighting
took place when a‘’hunter shot a: goose on the lake and sent his dog to retrieve it,
Suddenly a creature rose to the surface and took the goose and then the doge.

After an articl. on the creature appeared in the widely read Soviet newspapcr
Pravda in tho 1960's expeditions were mounted for several summers. Divers and
various underwater equipment was used but to no avail. Somc .biologists speculatc
that the animals could be a descendant from dinosaurs which once roamed the areaa.
Others think the answer is a giant 'schuka'; or northern pike. Tho .fish grow -
to lengths of nine feet normally and are known to be carnivourous and aggressivc,
gven attacking canocistc Native Siberians have warned travcllers for more than
100 yoars not to crcss Lablnklr Lake by canoc for fear the creature would: ovorturn
the craft and kill thom.

There is also another creature under debate in the Soviet Union. In southern
Kazakhstan thore is a romote lake, Kok-Koly which is reputed to be home for a
strange 15 foot long seorpentine creature.

il

McClymont & Townrow Expedition ' ‘ ;

In NIS 26 I carried news of a small expedition to be mounted at the loch
during July and August 1978. I now have news of how things went.

Alan McClymont and his wife had a caravan at the Invermoriston Camping &
Caravan Sits. UWhich gave a splondid view of the loch from Invermoriston Bay, and
beyond, . to the nortih and down to the Horsoshoe Scree to the south. Alan and Trishe
did attempt to do two daily watches one from 5.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. and the other
from 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m., but they were hampered by bad weather conditionss
They also took tho opportun:ty to interview and record the accounts of some of thc
local eye witncsses. One of which was a first time telling of a sighting ncar the
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Clansman Hotel; although it did happen some twelve years ago. Alan also sent me .
a copy of a.report Peter Townrow submitted, to his works magazine. Pecte and his
wife and children camped at the Borlum farm camp31te near Lowlston, the report
is ‘as follauws.

We arrived at Loch Ness at 3.00 p.m. Sunday 27th July 1978 after travelllng
through: the night since 11.00 p.m. The weather was glorlous and lt seemed like
a perfect start to our venture. » . '

We had a 12 foot day boat kindly loaned by Mike Newman and a " trailer made
from aluminium supplied by Indalex. The boat was used to carry equipment to the
loch for survey purposes. The equipment’ taken consisted of 8mm cine cameras,
(one being a special model capable of being fitted with interchangeable telaphoto
lenses), 35mm still cameras, (again fittod with telephoto lenses). My own camera
rig consisted of three cameras; the left hand being a 35mm standard lens, Tho
centre camera was the spccial 8 mm c1ne, and the right hand camera the 35mm fittod
with 500 mm telephoto lans.

Also: taken was sophisticated sound recordlng and mixing equ1pmont to be.used
for eyo-witnecss 1nterv1ews and monltorlng of our hydrophone and echo soundlng
equipment. :

After setting up camp, a meal was cnjoyed outside and’ then early to bed.
Monday morning was heavy low cloud base with occasional rain. ThlS set tho
pattern for the remainder of our stay which lasted 21 days.

Apart from a couple of fine days the loch-surface was rough and v131b111ty
constantly changing from a few'hundred-feet 'to a couple of miles. The weathcr
was so bad that the boat and.underwater cequipment was taken out only“dnce and
ironically iworked perfoctly. Tha hydrophone picked clear boat propeller sounds ‘
from distances in excess of £ mile.

The. camera rig was only .wrected about six times and only tuice during early
morning watches, 5.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m.

.Again weather being so rough that approx1matloy two thlrds of the early and
late watches were abandoned. - 5

S0 cutting short our oxpedltlon by several days we set back wlth vary llttle,
to show but wet clothas! - -

Alan and Trisha stayod on for another week, they had met Nick :Witchell and
had. becn loaned a 16mm Bolox cine camera.. The waather turned. out finc but Nessic
did not make an appearanco.. Owing to personal circumstances Alan doubts if he
will be able. to get up to. tho loch this year, but Pete hopes to  be therewith
some new equ1pment He is a Mechanical Supervisar at an Aluminium Extrusion.Plant:
and has at his disposal very largec water and.chemical tanks. .These are.of great
use to him in the development of underwater gear, and this ysar:. hg hopes to haveo:
a device for taking underwater photographs, lotrus all wish him well

Dolphins
News that dolphins arc to be used in the hunt for the Loch Ness MOnstor o

appoared in:the press late in March 1979. The  scheme is being organlsed by the’
Academy of Applied-Science; and is e logical extension of their work at the
loch. Over tho yocars toams have sat on the shorc waiting for the creatures to .
surface 1n tho rlght place, without much success. Then the work wont, underwater
with caméras and sonar, thc same probloms ex1st that is you need the croaturcs to
swim past, and closoc to the,cameras. This has produced some results but once again
they are not really conclu31ve. The sonar results also, prove that there is
something Iarge and alive im the loch but do not identify them. Thae next step.
is to activly hunt the croatures underwater. This was tried by submarine in- .thc.
1969 Loch”Ness Investigation expedltlon, -but without mush .succcse. Submersibles:
are eflow and cumbersome as well as belng ‘rather noisy, propeller .noise etc.
Dolphins could perhaps offer more in the underwater hunt, but there wlll by many
problems. s i ;

Harold 'Rusty' Nlel on is warking somewhere in: tho Florida Keys. Ho is a
naturalist who has throe dolphins two of which are females, under training for
the Loch Neéss project. The training is progressing very well; sharks and sea
turtles are being-usced‘as targets. ‘Tho' two 500-pound dolphins have succeodcd
in tracking both sharks and burtles, the main' fault being they are too innovatives
one of ‘them brought a live shark back! Nicelsen and others connected with the

-

B3 ! : N
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project have boen reticont about tho equipment the dolphins will carry and the
harnoss to be used to carry it, They have said thoy will have about 14 pounds of
photographic ocquipment to carry, and I think some sort of sonar triggering device
will be built in along with a light of some sort. This will be one of the
problems, I think, not thc weight of the goar but the bulk of it causing drag in
the water. It will bo difficult to devise a harness to hold it firmly without
causing discomfort or even injury to the sensitiveo skins of the dolphins.
Dolphins aro thc natural choice for this work, they arc intelligent, can bc
trained to undertake vory complox tasks and they have a sonar ability to 'soo!
sound and track objects and fish in the watcr, they are also very fast moving
and agile. Thc big problcems about using thom in Loch Noss will boj; Ness is fresh
wator also thc temperaturc is well below that tho dolphins arc used to, also thc
sheer volumoc of water in tho loch will incrocasc thc problems. The planned method
of opcration is to cstablish holding tenks of correct teompcrature salt wator and
transfoer tho dolphins to thc loch for limited periods of about an hour at a timc.
This is whore the volumc of the loch will bo a drawback for as fast as tho dolphins
aro they can only covor a certain volume in a limited time. It will bec peossiblo
to supplement tho dolphins diet with oxtra vitamins to holp combat the freshuwater,
Nielscn also points out that dolphins do go into cstuaries and froshwator when
fecding in the wild.

The Scottish Socicty for tho Precvention of Cruelty to Animals is watching
the situation carcfully, and would scnd officials along to sco thec dolphins and
tho arrangements mado for thoir welfare. Mr Harknoss, chiof inspector of tho
SSPCA, said they did not fool ablo to raiso any objcction to tho oxpcdition on
thc grounds that tho dolphins may bo attacked by Nossic. "The monstor may turn
out to boe no moro than a myth. Tho evidonco to support it is not all that groat."

All in all a vory intcresting projecty, I am looking forward to hecaring how it
dcveloposy; I fool perhaps that tho nows came out a little too soon, thoro is still
so much to bc organised. 0Ono last quote from Rusty Niclscn, "I have total control
and total responsibility for the animal, If therc is any dangor or their woll--being
is placed in jcopardy, thc projoct is scratched. It's as simplc as that."

NIS at the lochsidc _

News of mombors planning to visit Loch Noss this ycar, Kon Ward will be thoro
for about a wcek from 27th May. He told me he will travcl by train, going thcro
and back mid-wock, (Tuos, Weds, Thurs,) Ken says that therec arc some limitations
but you can travel virtually half-farc.

Jonathan Long hopes to be back during Junc and July, he will be based in the
Foyers and Inverfarigaig aroa.

M'siour Jean Borton intends being around the loch in August; he will bo driving

a white Ford Transit Motorcaraven with a fixed high-top.
’ I and the family will also be in a motorcaravan, a whitc Bodford Dormobile
(called Nell;e) reg. number CXG 583K. We will be based around Abriachan for about
two weeks fromw22nd July, any othor members therec at the same please. look us up.

Tail Ends

##%*¥pircraft. In mid-March a Royal Navy diving tcam spent oight days making regular
dives on the wreck of an aircraft in over 200 fecet of water near Lochend. The
aircraft had becn located by a team from Heriot Watt University, Edinburgh, using
sonar while monsteor hunting in previous seasons at Loch Ness. The remains are of
a Wellington which was on a training excrcise from Lossiemouth when a mechanical
fault caused it to be ditched. The six man crcuw parachuted from the aircraft,
unfortunatly one of them was killed when his chute failed to open. Tho pilot. ‘and
one other crewmember successfully put the aircraft down and madec for the shorc in
a dingy. The planc is sitting flat on the bottom of ths loch with its propellers’
in the silt. It is in fairly good condition with very little corrosion of thc
metal parts but the wooden fittings are now turning rotten.

*#%%% B,B.C. Latc in March 1979 a BBC film team while on their way to film in Glon
Affric passed along Loch Noss and filmed somcthing on the surfacc. It was misty

at the time with a calm surface and the black object did seem strange. But aftor

the film was processed and cxamined it was fairly certain that it was a water bird of
some type.

¥%¥¥%% Exhibition. The exhibition of paintings and other itcms put on at the Battersca
Arts Contre earlier this year, by Philip Maltman, will bs on show at Jarrow from
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Scptember 4th to the 28th.

¥*¥¥X#**Tod Holiday. Graham Snape suggests that perhaps wec could organisc a day

or two a year for an intensive loch watch in memory of Ted. A log would be kept
by the people doing it; and collected together afterwards. The problem is to get
watchers there togethery, which up to now has not been possible.

Once again that is all for this time, please remember your news and vicus
aro not only welcome but noeded. My address is still:-= Huntshicldford, St.Johns
Chapel, Bishop Auckland, Co.Durham. Telephones- Wearhead 359, Subscriptions
are U.K. £1.75 U.S.A. Canada g 7.00, other arcas by arrangement.

Rip.



